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ATA Carnet – Historical Context

 The  ATA Carne t is  a  tool for Inte rnational Trade  Facilita tion

 The ATA Conve nt ion e nte re d  into force  on 30 th July 1963.

 Ove r the  ye ars, the  ATA Carne t syste m  has sp re ad  from  just a  fe w We st 
Europe an countrie s to m ost of the  industria lize d  world , includ ing  a  
g rowing  num be r of de ve lop ing  countrie s and  e m e rg ing  e conom ie s.

 More  than 175,000  ATA Ca rne ts  are  issue d  e ve ry ye ar cove ring  goods 
value d  a t m ore  than $25 b illion.

 In the  Unite d  Sta te s, the  National Guarante e ing  Associa tion for ATA 
carne ts is  the  Unite d  Sta te s Council for Inte rnational Busine ss (USCIB).

 The  USCIB has appointe d  Boom e ra ng  Ca rne ts  as Se rvice  Provide r, in 
orde r to issue  ATA carne ts to US holde rs.



What is the ATA Carnet?

An inte rnational, unifie d  Custom s docum e nt that p rovide s for te m porary im port duty 
and  tax de fe rm e nt, for thre e  m ain cate gorie s of goods to a  worldwide  syste m  of 
countrie s:

Com m e rc ia l 
Sam p le s

Profe ssiona l 
Eq uip m e nt

Exhib itions  and  
Fa irs

**The  Unite d  Sta te s  is  not  s ig na tory to  a cce p t ing  ca rne ts  
und e r the  c la ss ifica t ion  of Exhib it ions  & Fa irs



Exam ple s of Acce p tab le  

Carne t Me rchand ise

inc lude : Aircrafts , UAV’s, 

Artifac ts , Je we lry, De m o 

Equipm e nt, Live stock, 

Musical Instrum e nts, 

De fe nse  Equipm e nt, Film  

Equipm e nt, Re pair/ Te sting  

Tools , Re se arch & Me d ical 

Equipm e nt, Trade  Show 

Mate ria ls .

Goods Allowable on an ATA Carnet

Ex c e p t io n s

 C o n s u m a b l e  it e m s .

 D is p o s a b l e  i t e m s .

 P o s t a l  t r a f f ic .



ATA Carnet - Scope of Use
 Acce pte d  in 87+ count rie s  and  te rritorie s.

 Sing le  docum e nt can be  use d  for m ultip le  trips and  to 

m ultip le  countrie s.

 Carne t valid  for 12 m onths, (countrie s can lim it te rm  of use ).

 Works with hand-carrie d  ite m s (inc lud ing  accom panying  

baggage ) or cargo shipm e nts.

 Acts as US re g istra tion of the  goods (take s p lace  of CBP 

Form  4455). Ofte n use d  for non-carne t de stination 

countrie s.



ATA Carnet - Scope of Use (cont.)

 ITAR re quire m e nts, e xport lice nse s, custom s 

re gulations, pe rm its (e x. CITES from  US Fish and  

Wild life .), FDA approvals e tc . ne e d  still be  adhe re d  to. 

 Carne t use rs ARE e xe m pt from  EEI/ AES filings, 

p rovide d  the  goods on the  carne t are  not liste d  on an 

e xport lice nse .



Use of the 
ATA Carnet

Cond itions to 
be  obse rve d  
with ATA 
Carne ts

Docum e nt 
Re vie w

How do ATA 
carne ts  work?



Conditions to be Observed by ATA Carnet 
Holders

 Re -e xport goods accord ing  to the  te rm s of 

the  carne t typ ically within 1 ye ar.

 Obse rve  custom s re gulations, both dom e stic  

and  fore ign.

 Carne t holde r, or the ir authorize d  

re p re se ntative , is  re sponsib le  for having  the  

carne t validate d  by US and  fore ign custom s 

upon e ach e ntry and  e xit.

 Assum e  liab ilitie s if goods are  not re -

e xporte d . That is  tim e ly re im burse m e nt of 

any dutie s and / or taxe s paid  by the  

guarantor.

 Re turn US carne t, tim e ly, to Boom e rang  

Carne ts afte r use .

 Re im burse  any custom s paym e nts incurre d  

by the  USCIB.



Timely Re -Exportation

US Custom s de signate s the “Final

date for re -e xporta tion on a fore ign

carne t (usually the e xp iration date of

the carne t). The holde r ne e ds to m ake

sure the goods are re -e xporte d from

the US by this date , or could be

charge d the full duty and / or a

re gularization fe e .



What If The Goods Can’t Be Re -Exported Timely?

 The  re p la ce m e nt  is  a  ne w ca rne t  with  

fina nc ia l se curity, a nd is  linke d  to  the  

orig ina l ca rne t  to  e xte nd  the  te m p ora ry 

im p ort  p a s t  the  orig ina l e xp iry d a te .

 Both the  Orig inal and  Re p lace m e nt carne ts are  

p re se nte d  to custom s for validation and  transfe r of 

liab ility, p rior to the  e xp iration of the  orig inal. 

S o m e  c o u n t r ie s  a c c e p t  R e p l a c e m e n t  c a r n e t s ,  (T h e  U S  d o e s  n o t ).

 Typ ica lly, the  Re p la ce m e nt  d oe sn’t  ne e d  

to  b e  p re se nte d  a t  the  Port  of Entry.

 As US custom s doe s not trad itionally acce p t 

re p lace m e nt carne ts, (although spe cial case s can 

app ly, a t custom s’ d iscre tion), the  e ntry of the  goods 

can be  transfe rre d  to a  TIB (Te m porary Im port Bond), 

in orde r to e xte nd  the  pe riod  of te m porary im port past 

the  carne t’s e xp iry.

Pro-Tip !   Goods can a lso be  sold / le ft in the  US, 
whe n orig inally im porte d  unde r a  
carne t!



Lost, Stolen or Destroyed Carnets

 Whe n a  ca rne t  is  los t , s to le n , or d e s t roye d , 

the  issu ing  a u thority ca n issue  a  

“Dup lica te ” (sub s t itu te ) ca rne t .

 The  dup licate  carne t is  ide ntical to the  orig inal carne t 

(US-issue d  dup licate s will e nd  in a  “/ S1” for a  first 

dup licate , “/ S2” for se cond , e tc .) and  has the  sam e  

e xp iration date  as the  orig inal carne t. No add itional 

valid ity pe riod  is  g rante d , although the  counte rfoil and  

vouche r ce rtificate s will be  b lank/ unuse d  on the  

dup licate .

 Be fore  a  US-issue d  d up lica te  ca rne t  is  

use d  in  a  fore ig n country, it  m ust  b e  

“a c t iva te d ” b y US Custom s (s ta m p e d  a nd  

s ig ne d  in  Box H on the  front  g re e n cove r 

p a g e ).

 Fore ign-issue d  dup licate  carne ts which are  lost while  

the  goods are  in the  US will not have  an e xport 

validation on the ir ye llow counte rfoils , as the  goods 

we re  alre ady abroad  (in the  US) whe n the  orig inal was 

lost.



How Do US ATA Carnets Work?

Gre e n front cove r

Ye llow e xporta tion & re -im porta tion counte rfoils

White  im porta tion & re -e xporta tion counte rfoils

White  im porta tion & re -e xporta tion vouche rs

Blue  transit counte rfoils

Blue  transit vouche rs

Gre e n back cove r



Summary  How Do ATA Carnets Work?

Note s on use  

of ATA 

Carne t, Lis t  of 

Fore ig n 

Guarante e ing  

Assoc ia tions

US Re -

Im porta tion 

va lid a tion, by 

US custom s

Transit  e ntry/ e xit  

custom s 

e nd orse m e nt /  

Vouche r re ta ine d  

by custom s (2 

Blue  pag e s)

Re -Exporta tion 

counte rfoil 

va lid a te d  & Re -

Exporta tion 

vouche r 

re ta ine d  by 

fore ig n custom s

Im porta tion 

counte rfoil 

va lid a te d  & 

Im porta tion 

vouche r 

re ta ine d  by 

fore ig n custom s

US 

Exporta tion 

va lid a tion, by 

US custom s

Offic ia l 

id e ntifica tion, 

d a te s , US 

custom s 

ac tiva tion of 

ca rne t , & lis t  of 

g ood s (Maste r 

Ge ne ra l Lis t)



Green Cover

 Holde r/ authorize d  re pre se ntative  signs Carne t

 US Custom s ACTIVATES prior to initia l e xport (only on 

firs t use ).  Without, fore ign custom s can de ny e ntry 

 Acts as  e xport re g istra tion, US Custom s form  4455

 Shows signatory ATA carne t countrie s

 Num be r of Ge ne ral List page s, be low Carne t num be r

US custom s m ust ‘activate ’ on FIRST de parture  



General List
 Holde r p rovide s re asonab le  writte n de scrip tion of 

goods, se ria l num be rs, value , we ight, country of 

m anufacture

 Ite m  lis t orde r is  d ic ta te d  by holde r, som e  p re fe r to 

g roup  “like -ite m s”

 All Maste r Ge ne ral Lists  p rinte d  on the  back of the  

Front Gre e n Cove r

 Ge ne ral List continuation she e ts  are  p rinte d  on g re e n 

pape r, following  the  cove r page



Exportation and Re -
importation Counterfoils 
(yellow)
 Com ple te d  by US Custom s and  Borde r Patrol
 Pay spe cial a tte ntion to partia l shipm e nts (i.e ., m issing  

ite m s)
 Se cure  CBP validation upon Re -Im portation, e ve n if 

afte r e xp iration (US Custom s has d iscre tion to validate  
if carne t is  e xp ire d )

 The re  a re  NO vouche rs  for EXPORT & RE-IMPORT in 
U.S.-issue d  Carne ts  

 Pairing  of counte rfoils
 4 se ts  pe r page , som e  m ay say “Void”
 Large  num be rs in lowe r le ft corne r
 “Counte rfoil” in uppe r right corne rs

Validate d  by US Custom s whe n Exporting  from  and  Re -Im porting  to the  U.S.



Importation and Re -
exportation Counterfoils 
- front (white)

 Com ple te d  by Fore ign Custom s; be ware  of and  ab ide  

by “final date  for re -e xporta tion”

 Pay spe cial a tte ntion to partia l shipm e nts (i.e ., sp lit 

shipm e nts)

 Pairing  of counte rfoils

 4 se ts  pe r page , som e  m ay say “Void”

Validate d  by Fore ign Custom s upon 
e nte ring  and  e xiting  the  fore ign country 



Voided Counterfoil Sets



Importation Vouchers 
(white)

 Holde r /  authorize d  re pre se ntative  com ple te s D-F and  

signs

 Shade d  are as com ple te d  by Fore ign Custom s

 Re m ove d  by Fore ign Custom s to be  m atche d  with re -

e xport vouche r

 Use  vouche r and  counte rfoil  with sam e  num be r, e .g ., # 2

Validate d  by Fore ign Custom s upon 
e nte ring  and  e xiting  the  fore ign country 



Re-exportation Voucher  -
(white)

 Holde r /  Authorize d  Re pre se ntative  com ple te s D-F and  

signs

 Shade d  are as com ple te d  by Fore ign Custom s

 Note  only those  ite m s de parting  the  fore ign country

 Re m ove d  by Fore ign Custom s; m atche d  with Im port 

Vouche r

 Validate  Re -Export Vouche r # 2 if im port counte rfoil #  2 

was ope ne d

Validate d  by Fore ign Custom s upon 
e nte ring  and  e xiting  the  fore ign country



Transit Counterfoils
 Com ple te d  by Fore ign Custom s

 Use d  for: 

 Trave ling  through but not “e nte ring” a  fore ign country (as a  

pass-through)

 Spe cial c ircum stance s, e .g ., je we lry and  fairs  in Switze rland ; 

China im ports; as in-bond  m ove m e nt of goods

 Pairing  of counte rfoils

 4 se ts  pe r page , som e  m ay say “Void”

 Large  num be r in lowe r le ft corne rs

Validate d  by Fore ign Custom s whe n 
transiting  a  fore ign country



Transit Vouchers

 Holde r / Authorize d  Re pre se ntative  com ple te s D-F 

and  signs

Validate d  by Fore ign Custom s whe n 
transiting  a  fore ign country



Re -Export 
Vouche r 

re de m ption for 
fore ign carne ts

Unite d  Sta te s  Counc il 

for Inte rna tiona l 

Busine ss  (USCIB)

1212 Ave nue  of Am e rica s

21s t  Fl.

Ne w York, NY 10036



“Last port of 
e xport”, 

c larification

***Re-exporting from a  
different port tha n the 
origina l POE (Port of 

Entry) is OK!



Real 24/7 Support!

 CIB Carne t He lpLine ® – 800 ATA-2900  

(800 .282.2900)
 Int’l Carne t He lpLine ® – 00 800 4CARNETS

 (Afte r hours, we e ke nds & holidays: re cord ing  

will re ad  off de signate d  e m e rge ncy contact)

w w w .a t a c a r n e t .c o m  
217 Park Ave nue , Barring ton, IL 60010

Pre side nt & CEO, Curt Wilson

cwilson@atacarne t.com

O: 847.852.3101, M: 847.638.8325

(Mobile  Carne t He lpLine )

c a r n e t s @a t a c a r n e t .c o m  

Custom e r se rvice  e m ail addre ss, 

re sponde d  to p rom ptly during  busine ss 

hours, ne xt-day whe n re ce ive d  afte r hours.

 Social Me d ia


