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Program:

• ATA Carnet – Historical Context

• What is an ATA Carnet?

• Tools & Tips to Avoid Trouble – Best Practices

• Troubleshooting – How to Resolve

• Selling Off of a Carnet

• Carnet Compliance – “Hidden in Plain Sight”



ATA Carnet – Historical Context

 The ATA Convention entered into force on 30th July 1963.

 The ATA Carnet system has grown from just a few Western European 
countries to include 87+ countries and territories.

 More than 175,000 ATA Carnets are issued every year covering goods 
valued at more than $25 billion.

 In the United States, the National Guaranteeing Association for ATA 
carnets is the United States Council for International Business (USCIB).

 The USCIB has appointed Boomerang Carnets as Service Provider, in 
order to issue ATA carnets to US holders.

 Boomerang carnets was established in 1987.  In 2019, we issued 9,000+ 
ATA Carnets for U.S. companies.



What is an ATA Carnet?

An international, unified Customs document that provides for temporary import duty and 
tax deferment, for three main categories of goods to a worldwide system of countries:

Commercial 
Samples

Professional 
Equipment

Goods for Display 
at Trade Fairs and 

Exhibitions



Tools & Tips to 
Avoid Trouble

✓ Tracking the goods

✓ Managing the logistics

✓ Returning the ATA Carnet



Top 10 ATA Carnet Best Practices Summarized

1. Know your obligations and responsibilities

2. Read and follow the instructions

3. Require employee training

4. Retain a copy of the unused carnet

5. Keep track of carnet expiration dates

6. Require regular notification by your freight 
forwarder

7. Use the online carnet reports

8. Use the USCIB and boomerang carnets 
expiration notifications

9. Make a copy of the used carnet prior to 
returning it

10. Purchase Lost, Stolen or Destroyed Carnet 
Document/Regularization Fee Warranty 
protection



Troubleshooting - Circumstances where a Claim will be Filed

What do I do if…

…the carnet & goods came back but we still got a bill from 
customs?

…my carnet is lost, stolen or destroyed?

…the goods are still in the foreign country and the carnet 
expired?

…I failed to 

• re-export the goods, 

• convert them to a permanent entry OR 

• extend the temporary importation validity in the foreign 
country with a replacement carnet prior to the carnet’s 
expiry?

…carnet certificates are not properly validated by customs 
inspectors on the way into or out of a foreign country or the 
U.S.?

…the merchandise description on the General List is 
improper or inadequate?



Selling Goods Off of a 
Carnet – “Yes, You Can”

1. Take the carnet back to the Foreign Customs 
office.

2. Let the Officer know what was sold or is being left 
in the country; they will assess duties & taxes. You 
will need to pay Customs.

3. GET A PAID RECEIPT from the Foreign Customs 
Officer and make sure the carnet number is 
referenced ON THE RECEIPT. (IMPORTANT)

4. The Officer will also write on the carnet AND line 
2 of the re-exportation counterfoil the items 
left/sold were diverted to free circulation with 
duty/taxes paid.

5. Upon return, the original carnet & receipts must 
be mailed back to boomerang carnets. 



ATA Carnet Compliance 
“Hidden in Plain Sight”

With us you have customizable reports within 
your online account portal to manage:

• Pending applications

• Un-returned, OPEN carnets

• Closed carnets & more

Carnet compliance made easy!



Carnet Compliance 
Resources for Your Use

• ATA Carnet Best Practices 

• “Avoid Duty, Taxes, Penalties” Guide

• Making Carnets Easy Video Series –
convenient QR code access

• Proper use instructions inside every U.S. 
carnet jacket

• International Chambers of Commerce’s 
“Notes on the Use of the Carnet” -
printed on the front of the final page 
(green) of the carnet

https://www.atacarnet.com/ATA_Carnet_Best_Practices
https://atacarnet.com/travel-tools
https://atacarnet.com/making-carnets-easy-videos


Real Support in 
Real Time

• Carnet HelpLine 800.ATA.2900

• www.ATACarnet.com

• Click-to-Chat

• Click-to-Call

• Email: carnets@atacarnet.com

kursin@atacarnet.com

http://www.atacarnet.com/
mailto:carnets@atacarnet.com
mailto:kursin@atacarnet.com

