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ATA Carnet – Historical Context

 The ATA Carnet is a tool for International Trade Facilitation

 The ATA Convention entered into force on 30th July 1963.

 Over the years, the ATA Carnet system has spread from just a few West 
European countries to most of the industrialized world, including a 
growing number of developing countries and emerging economies.

 More than 175,000 ATA Carnets are issued every year covering goods 
valued at more than $25 billion.

 In the United States, the National Guaranteeing Association for ATA 
carnets is the United States Council for International Business (USCIB).

 The USCIB has appointed Boomerang Carnets as Service Provider, in 
order to issue ATA carnets to US holders.



What is the ATA Carnet?

An international, unified Customs document that provides for temporary import duty 
and tax deferment, for three main categories of goods to a worldwide system of 
countries:

Commercial 
Samples

Professional 
Equipment

Exhibitions and 
Fairs

**The United States is not signatory to accepting carnets 
under the classification of Exhibitions & Fairs



Examples of Acceptable 

Carnet Merchandise

include: Aircrafts, UAV’s, 

Artifacts, Jewelry, Demo 

Equipment, Livestock, 

Musical Instruments, 

Defense Equipment, Film 

Equipment, Repair/Testing 

Tools, Research & Medical 

Equipment, Trade Show 

Materials.

Goods Allowable on an ATA Carnet

E xc e p t ions

 C o n s u m a b l e  i t e m s .

 D i s p o s a b l e  i t e m s .

 P o s t a l  t r a f f i c .



ATA Carnet - Scope of Use
 Accepted in 87+ countries and territories.

 Single document can be used for multiple trips and to 

multiple countries.

 Carnet valid for 12 months, (countries can limit term of use).

 Works with hand-carried items (including accompanying 

baggage) or cargo shipments.

 Acts as US registration of the goods (takes place of CBP 

Form 4455). Often used for non-carnet destination 

countries.



ATA Carnet - Scope of Use (cont.)

 ITAR requirements, export licenses, customs 

regulations, permits (ex. CITES from US Fish and 

Wildlife.), FDA approvals etc. need still be adhered to. 

 Carnet users ARE exempt from EEI/AES filings, 

provided the goods on the carnet are not listed on an 

export license.



Use of the 
ATA Carnet

Conditions to 
be observed 
with ATA 
Carnets

Document 
Review

How do ATA 
carnets work?



Conditions to be Observed by ATA Carnet 
Holders

 Re-export goods according to the terms of 

the carnet typically within 1 year.

 Observe customs regulations, both domestic 

and foreign.

 Carnet holder, or their authorized 

representative, is responsible for having the 

carnet validated by US and foreign customs 

upon each entry and exit.

 Assume liabilities if goods are not re-

exported. That is timely reimbursement of 

any duties and/or taxes paid by the 

guarantor.

 Return US carnet, timely, to Boomerang 

Carnets after use.

 Reimburse any customs payments incurred 

by the USCIB.



Timely Re -Exportation

US Customs designates the “Final

date for re-exportation on a foreign

carnet (usually the expiration date of

the carnet). The holder needs to make

sure the goods are re-exported from

the US by this date, or could be

charged the full duty and/or a

regularization fee.



What If The Goods Can’t Be Re -Exported Timely?

 The replacement is a new carnet with 

financial security, and is linked to the 

original carnet to extend the temporary 

import past the original expiry date.

 Both the Original and Replacement carnets are 

presented to customs for validation and transfer of 

liability, prior to the expiration of the original. 

S o m e  c o u n t r i e s  a c c e p t  R e p l a c e m e n t  c a r n e t s ,  ( T h e  U S  d o e s  n o t ) .

 Typically, the Replacement doesn’t need 

to be presented at the Port of Entry.

 As US customs does not traditionally accept 

replacement carnets, (although special cases can 

apply, at customs’ discretion), the entry of the goods 

can be transferred to a TIB (Temporary Import Bond), 

in order to extend the period of temporary import past 

the carnet’s expiry.

Pro-Tip!   Goods can also be sold/left in the US, 
when originally imported under a 
carnet!



Lost, Stolen or Destroyed Carnets

 When a carnet is lost, stolen, or destroyed, 

the issuing authority can issue a 

“Duplicate” (substitute) carnet.

 The duplicate carnet is identical to the original carnet 

(US-issued duplicates will end in a “/S1” for a first 

duplicate, “/S2” for second, etc.) and has the same 

expiration date as the original carnet. No additional 

validity period is granted, although the counterfoil and 

voucher certificates will be blank/unused on the 

duplicate.

 Before a US-issued duplicate carnet is 

used in a foreign country, it must be 

“activated” by US Customs (stamped and 

signed in Box H on the front green cover 

page).

 Foreign-issued duplicate carnets which are lost while 

the goods are in the US will not have an export 

validation on their yellow counterfoils, as the goods 

were already abroad (in the US) when the original was 

lost.



How Do US ATA Carnets Work?

Green front cover

Yellow exportation & re-importation counterfoils

White importation & re-exportation counterfoils

White importation & re-exportation vouchers

Blue transit counterfoils

Blue transit vouchers

Green back cover



Summary  How Do ATA Carnets Work?

Notes on use 

of ATA 

Carnet, List of 

Foreign 

Guaranteeing 

Associations

US Re-

Importation 

validation, by 

US customs

Transit entry/exit 

customs 

endorsement / 

Voucher retained 

by customs (2 

Blue pages)

Re-Exportation 

counterfoil 

validated & Re-

Exportation 

voucher 

retained by 

foreign customs

Importation 

counterfoil 

validated & 

Importation 

voucher 

retained by 

foreign customs

US 

Exportation 

validation, by 

US customs

Official 

identification, 

dates, US 

customs 

activation of 

carnet, & list of 

goods (Master 

General List)



Green Cover

 Holder/authorized representative signs Carnet

 US Customs ACTIVATES prior to initial export (only on 

first use).  Without, foreign customs can deny entry 

 Acts as export registration, US Customs form 4455

 Shows signatory ATA carnet countries

 Number of General List pages, below Carnet number

US customs must ‘activate’ on FIRST departure 



General List
 Holder provides reasonable written description of 

goods, serial numbers, value, weight, country of 

manufacture

 Item list order is dictated by holder, some prefer to 

group “like-items”

 All Master General Lists printed on the back of the 

Front Green Cover

 General List continuation sheets are printed on green 

paper, following the cover page



Exportation and Re -
importation Counterfoils 
(yellow)
 Completed by US Customs and Border Patrol
 Pay special attention to partial shipments (i.e., missing 

items)
 Secure CBP validation upon Re-Importation, even if 

after expiration (US Customs has discretion to validate 
if carnet is expired)

 There are NO vouchers for EXPORT & RE-IMPORT in 
U.S.-issued Carnets 

 Pairing of counterfoils
 4 sets per page, some may say “Void”
 Large numbers in lower left corner
 “Counterfoil” in upper right corners

Validated by US Customs when Exporting from and Re-Importing to the U.S.



Importation and Re -
exportation Counterfoils 
- front (white)

 Completed by Foreign Customs; beware of and abide 

by “final date for re-exportation”

 Pay special attention to partial shipments (i.e., split 

shipments)

 Pairing of counterfoils

 4 sets per page, some may say “Void”

Validated by Foreign Customs upon 
entering and exiting the foreign country 



Voided Counterfoil Sets



Importation Vouchers 
(white)

 Holder / authorized representative completes D-F and 

signs

 Shaded areas completed by Foreign Customs

 Removed by Foreign Customs to be matched with re-

export voucher

 Use voucher and counterfoil  with same number, e.g., #2

Validated by Foreign Customs upon 
entering and exiting the foreign country 



Re-exportation Voucher  -
(white)

 Holder / Authorized Representative completes D-F and 

signs

 Shaded areas completed by Foreign Customs

 Note only those items departing the foreign country

 Removed by Foreign Customs; matched with Import 

Voucher

 Validate Re-Export Voucher #2 if import counterfoil # 2 

was opened

Validated by Foreign Customs upon 
entering and exiting the foreign country



Transit Counterfoils
 Completed by Foreign Customs

 Used for: 

 Traveling through but not “entering” a foreign country (as a 

pass-through)

 Special circumstances, e.g., jewelry and fairs in Switzerland; 

China imports; as in-bond movement of goods

 Pairing of counterfoils

 4 sets per page, some may say “Void”

 Large number in lower left corners

Validated by Foreign Customs when 
transiting a foreign country



Transit Vouchers

 Holder /Authorized Representative completes D-F 

and signs

Validated by Foreign Customs when 
transiting a foreign country



Re-Export 
Voucher 

redemption for 
foreign carnets

United States Council 

for International 

Business (USCIB)

1212 Avenue of Americas

21st Fl.

New York, NY 10036



“Last port of 
export”, 

clarification

***Re-exporting from a 
different port than the 
original POE (Port of 

Entry) is OK!



Real 24/7 Support!

 CIB Carnet HelpLine® – 800 ATA-2900  

(800.282.2900)
 Int’l Carnet HelpLine® – 00 800 4CARNETS

 (After hours, weekends & holidays: recording 

will read off designated emergency contact)

w w w . a ta c ar ne t . c om 
217 Park Avenue, Barrington, IL 60010

President & CEO, Curt Wilson

cwilson@atacarnet.com

O: 847.852.3101, M: 847.638.8325

(Mobile Carnet HelpLine)

c a r ne ts @ a ta c a r ne t . c om 

Customer service email address, 

responded to promptly during business 

hours, next-day when received after hours.

 Social Media

https://www.atacarnet.com/
mailto:carnets@atacarnet.com
https://www.facebook.com/ATACarnet
https://www.linkedin.com/company/corporation-for-international-business
https://twitter.com/ATACarnetExpert
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdKVcs7i3oXSiiBGzSjA0Uw
https://www.pinterest.com/atacarnet/
https://www.trustpilot.com/review/www.atacarnet.com
https://www.trustpilot.com/review/www.atacarnet.com
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